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to work in that capacity, without wages, until the boat
returns to Memphis.

" VI. Any person whatever, whether in the service of
the United States or transports, found making reports for
publication which might reach the enemy, giving them
information, aid and comfort, will be arrested and treated
as spies."

Sherman had full command of this expedition, which
was organized in three divisions. He appointed A. J.
Smith commander of the First Division, Morgan L. Smith
of the Second Division, and G. W. Morgan of the Third
Division. These forces comprised thirty thousand and
sixty-eight officers and men, and at Helena they were
joined by Frederick Steele's Division, with twelve thousand
three hundred and ten more. On Christmas eve they
reached Milliken's Bend, and on Christmas day a portion
of the First Division landed and broke up the Vicksburg
and Texas Railroad for a long distance near the crossing
of the Texas. Sherman meanwhile pushed on and landed
the second division opposite the mouth of the Yazoo, to
break up the same road at another point, only eight miles
from Vicksburg. The next day the remainder of the army,
escorted by Porter's gunboats, went up the Yazoo about
twelve miles. At noon of December 2/th, Sherman's
entire command was landed on the south bank of the
Yazoo, near the mouth of the Chikasaw Bayou, They
were really on an island, densely wooded, and surrounded
by swamps and quicksand. They drove the enemy's
pickets toward Vicksburg and then began to explore the
country, which they found to be the worst piece of land
they had ever been on. Nature seemed to have done her
utmost to prevent their further movement forward, and
the art of the enemy had greatly increased the difficultiesm be allowed to
